High School Discussion Meet Essay Scholarship Rubric

Student Name:

Date:

Class/Chapter:

Essay Prompt: Think about the agricultural youth groups you’re a part of (4-H or FFA). What is one thing that makes you
actually want to stay involved, and how could Farm Bureau’s Young Farmers and Ranchers program use that same thing to get
more people your age involved?

Word Limit: 500 Words

3
Excellent

2
Developing

1
Beginning

0
Missing

Score
Received

What Keeps You

Clearly identifies

Identifies something

Gives a vague reason

Does not identify a

observation from 4-
H/FFA

Involved? one specific thing that keeps the or does not clearly reason
that makes the student involved but connect it to staying
student want to stay | gives limited involved.
involved and explanation
explains why it
matters
Personal Uses a specific Includes some Makes a general Provides no personal
Experience personal personal experience statement with little connection
experience, or an example, but or no personal
example, or details are limited connection

Connection to
Young Farmers
& Ranchers

Clearly explains
how Farm Bureau’s
Young Farmers &
Ranchers program
could use the same

Suggests a way YF&R
could use the idea,
but the connection s
somewhat unclear or
underdeveloped.

Gives a general
suggestion with little
connection to the
identified reason.

Does not suggest how
YF&R could use the
idea.




idea to attract
people their age.

Thoughtfulness
& Clarity

Response is
thoughtful, specific,
and easy to
understand

Response is
thoughtful, specific,
and easy to
understand

Response is brief,
unclear, or shows
limited reflection

Response is
incomplete or does
not address the
question.

Writing Skills &
Grammar

Writing is clear,
organized, and
purposeful. Ideas
flow logically with a
clear beginning,
middle, and end.
Tone fits the
audience. Grammar,
spelling, and
punctuation are
essentially error-
free. Sentences are
varied and concise.

Main ideas come
through, but
organization or flow is
inconsistent. Some
wordiness, repetition,
or awkward phrasing.
Several grammar,
spelling, or
punctuation errors.
Tone may slip in
places.

Ideas are hard to
follow. Weak or
missing structure,
frequent errors (run-
ons, fragments,
spelling, tense,
punctuation) that
regularly force the
reader to re-read.
Tone is often
inappropriate for the
audience.

Writing is missing,
off-topic, or so error-
filled that the
meaning can't be
determined.

Total Score




